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SUGAR brings together various artists dealing with 
both the literal and figurative implications of  the 
idea of  sweetness: its potential for pure goodness, a 
saccharine cloying, or insidious evil. Each work in 
SUGAR manifests a variously shifting dialectic 
between the sweet and the rotten.
The fifteen selected artists -Lauren Boldon, Cate 
Dingley, Tim Doherty, Loren Edrich, Danielle 
Goldsmith, Beth Hynum, Tessa Kennedy, Ron 
Longsdorf, Tess Meyer, Lana Purnell, Becky Reiser, 
Annie Ryerson, Jessica Sharpe, Rachel Van Pelt, and 
Jennifer Wright- hail from different cities, states, and 
countries, and the medium of  their works runs the 
gamut from traditional representational painting to 
edible pieces of  art. The public is cordially invited to 
meet the artists at the opening reception, to be held 
at the Brooklyn Artist’s Gym from 6 to 9 pm on 
Saturday, September 24th.

Is it possible to find the line that separates the 
sweet from the bitter? How far can the two be 
entwined or confused, both in the vision of  the artist 
and the perception of  the viewer? In the Parisian 
artist Beth Hynum’s photographs, for example, we 
see an unidentifiable expanse of  skin slicked with a 
mass of  dark granules.  It could be brown sugar, but 
it could also be a mold, or disease: beautiful but 
disgusting. Was it applied as an act of  adoration or 
grown out of  sickness?

Jennifer Wright lovingly casts the body in 
chocolate, but only in parts: hands, ankles, vaginas, 
mouths are all cut off, packaged, and crudely 
displayed for consumption. The works coalesce 
obsession and degradation, and perhaps suggest our 
attempt to preserve the sweetness of  our youth 
despite the body’s inevitable demise.

Working with both material and psychological 
residues, Jessica Sharpe’s paintings and installations 
tread the wavering fence of  the uncanny. 
Dilapidated faces, dirty old toys, photographs of  
ruined homes- hoarded objects and images are 
layered to reveal their precious lost charms and 
unflinchingly render their damage.

The artist-curators  Lauren Boldon, Annie 
Ryerson, and Rachel Van Pelt show off  the fresh 
talent of  these emerging artists by engaging their 
work in a common dialogue about the nature of  
SUGAR.

The Brooklyn Artists Gym                         
168 7th st, Brooklyn, NY 
www.brooklynartistsgym.com 

September 24th-27th, 2011
Opening September 24th, 6-9pm

Contact: Rhia, B.A.G. Public relations
tel: 718 858 9069 
email: info@brooklynartistsgym.com

For immediate release:
SUGAR at the Brooklyn Artists Gym
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Loren Edrich’s We 
are Soft and Broken 
(at left) displays its 
plasticine mouth 
void of all but a few 
rotten teeth. Your 
Comfort Subdued 
the Pain, by Ron 
Longsdorf (right), 
translates 
commercial building 
materials into an 
expression of 
complex emotion.
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